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ANNUAL SCIENCE FICTION CONVENTION held under the 
auspices of TH BRITISH SCIENCE FICTION ASSOC. 
AT 


Bee ST EGB 1960 


The Kingsley Hotel, 
Bloomsbury Way, 
London, W.C.1. 
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BRITISH SCIENCE FICTION ASSOCIATION 





CONVENTION - EASTER 1960 


LONDON. 


Cuests of Honour - Edward John Carnell. 
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Donald E Ford. 


Programme - Saturday 16th April 
2 - Sunday 17th April 
Agenda of A.G.M.: 
Appreciation - John Carnell 
^ by H Ken Bulmer. 
Appreciation - Donald E Ford 
by B.J. Carnell. 


aelexy. 

Skyrack. 

Fantasy & Seience Fiction 
New Worlds, Science Fantasy 
Science Fiction Adventures, 
Don Ford 

Archie 7 

Mike Moorcock & Sendra Hell, 
Astoundin; Science Fiction, 


Programme Produced and Directed by G.W. Mosdell at 106 St Johns Hill London S.W.11. 


SPEECHES, 


2,00 pm 
205 p 


fad Tom 


Saturday 16th April 1960, 


Opening Speech by A Weir (Dr Sc.) 
Guest of Honour Ted Carnell introducing Don Ford, 


TAFF Candidates Speeches. 


GENERAL PROGRAMME 


5.00 pm 


2.45 pm 


6.50 pm 


a90 pa 


9.50 pm 


TAFF Candidates Quiz. 


Guest of Honour Ted Carnell - Speech, 


TEA (no sympathy) 
The Fantastic + Sensational = World Renowned 
Spectacular = Banned by the Lord Chamberlain 
Years in the Making 


"don ford slide show" 


in Super Splendorama with 10 Dimensional 


„150 Track Non sound unit. 


Its your money we're after:- Auction. 
Dine? 


Fancy yourself? 

Fall in Space men, Rocket men, rank and file 
(and femme). 

Faney Dress Party. 

Guests will be carried out when incapable. 
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2,50 pm This is Your Fan Life (?) 


3.00 on Karel Capek + Master of the Robots 
by Dr A Weir. 
3.45 pu Films س‎ Amateur! 
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pm Another Auction — and if you've no money, 
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left for this may the sun rot your sooks 


; 325 ye E NE 
3.00 pm Film < Pro! (Not I 
The Day the Earth Stood 8t11 
py Peng Michesk Rennie. 





4.0.00 pn Farewell: 
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a5 Receive the Hon Secretary's Report. 
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Treasurer's Reporte 
Publications Officer's Report. 


Election of Officers for 1960/61. 


Any other Business. 
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ran a winning 7 by iun Garnel 
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Cornell odii toriai acuity showed 7 a names he picked as comers are 
today umong the sgest in the Fie tohn knew from the beginning 
that ho was ined to develop i: m ditam. 


mown ous of the fan field. 
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Taking threas 6f the new cover paintings witan n john attended the 
Cincinatti worldgon Fond Fund, isis 
pleasant to know thi who wasterminded the 


His return to America 
triumphant procession. 
risen to the highest rank. 


Cinveniion; 
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At New York too, London secured the site for the world con of 1957, 
which John chaired in his usual impeccabie fashion, Most of the many 
conventions held in London since the war have been chaired by John; he 
has worked Hard = and often thank behind the scenes to make the cons 
& success. is truly fabulous collection of contacts in every class of sf 
ir&ternity has at all times been turned to the benefit of the field itself; 








This "ro in the of science fiction, this interest and 
ippreciation of the literature as an e in its own right, is more 
Oe pronounced in Jonn than in any other pro editor. It shows 

itself in his editorials, where he can tede the field with a knowing eye 













d à peculiar Sc and sum up trends, careers, books, films, with the 
ide knowledge that, it is true to say, can be possessed by no other single 


enthusiast in the xd d - be he pro or fan, It shows itself, too, in the 
fact that his son Michael háb for a godfather Robert A Heinlein. That 
ledication to sf as a force of life importance is thoroughly sincere, 


John says of his editorial acuity that he 'edits by the seat of his pants! 
Whilst this results in “Poa class magazines, it is often frustrating to d 
I have, at "awisa? times, been heard to B in my beard: 'Cernell doeanit Yeni 
waat he wants This is not, strictly speaki ng true. Agein, people have been 
heard to say that New Worlds is a flat plat au of stories all written by the 
Same person. This, fortunately, is demonstrably untrue. But what these 
comments boil down to is a strong per 'sonality running a magazine that cannot 
be confused with any othe That it has continued, and grown stronger, for 
14 years or so, is proof enough that fundementally the Carnell policy, perceived 
or not, is right, 





Perhaps some of Joha's success can be traced to his help and encouragement 
freely extended to new writers. There is very little of the rejection-slip 
mentality about John, 


Personally, my criticism extends to his habit of casually and callously 
splitting an infinitive that I had thought safely glued together away from the 
editorial blue pencil. 


There has, though, been uninformed criticism of the apparent policy of 

Nova in attempting to publish three identical magazines. New Worlds, as the 
scnior and largest of the three, automatically dictates to the others. Yet 
mar mab alt chough publishing hoa: sik tern still leans largely on the fantasy 
The basic Ba ost Jonn, is the chronic lack of suitable 

1g away from the Planet-type story, and 
could easily have been found in New 
is is to the good; but the required accent 
of action adventure is cer ainlv not overl ooked in the makeup of SPA. The danger 
that the three Nova zines nil all be tae same is remote; and John is too 
observant an editor to flirt with that sort of risk, despite the superficial 
attraction it may possess, 












John is so many things in the field of sf - member of the Advisory 
Committee of the SF Book Club, author's agent = that a mere catalogue would 
read as the activities of six persons. 


Enough has surely been said to 
If sf were deplorably suddeniy to ^ 
would be stunning end devastating. 





Of his own attitude to the scienc 
"Any editorial job, however in 
of necessity have long perio 


tic 
interested one can be, must 
oredom and monotony in attendance, 
ast, has always been that when things 
have seemed at their lowest ebb in sf, along comes a new author or a 
cover painting with 'zing! whic: changes the whole picture, and usually 
triggers off a whole train of ideas and inspirations, This applies 
just as aptly to the broad picture of sf in general. 
"Basically, as an editor, I am never safisfied, No matter how good 
a story may appear (or how good the author thinks it is) I always 
feel that it could be better. J am always intensly disappointed with 
an issue when it goes to press but feel better about it when it is 
published - and completely surprised when someone writes in and says 
that it was good. 
"It is the surprise element in sf more than anything else which has 
moulded my editorial policies. particularly surprise at the interesting 
types of people who read the literature. I was recently interviewed 
on BBC radio for the General Overseas magazine "Science and Industry 
a 7 minute recording, and found that both producer John Newall and 
Canadian interviewer Donald Holmes were both regular readers of New 
Worlds. The resultant gas session lasted three hours! Yes, you 
meet such interesting people’ 





Here at this London convention sponsored by the British Science Fiction 
Association, which he has supported from the first, it is good that we should do 
him honour. He has so many times been the guiding hand on tho conventions 
of the past that his new role may cause him to ponder. 


May he do so. 


Any honour we can possibly extend is already years overdue. 


ohn Carnell is not 


Any convention is measurably of less statu d | 
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attending. This BSFA London convention of Past 
stature because of his presence: 

It would be good for us all to ponder = an to realise that it is he who 
is doing us the honour of being heres 


E Ben Bulmers 


1960 


















intended to be a 
chough when Don F 
belonging to one 


Aiden نولاس يوچ ې‎ DUE 
AS ال‎ Wa. SA 








dex 
HE] 









PS نه‎ sos: x 
CO-GDUeSi 


















would participate 
him on this occassion = f 


one of the most fascinating as; 





Don is guiet and unassuming, altbough « 





he ks need airing publicly, a tireles 
hobby is concerned, a great organiser fume wit as 


a‏ دون د 


or the Hollywood version of what Ameri 
as wo have found from other visiting firemen, 
1 les e bone we are raising all the 


an manhood 
No Tur OUT 
























a Ae hours 












to oe organisa td 1 > à con, 

y home to bod for a ITS o ٣۹1 
on EUR. sino in one of these bull where ‘hal fa 

ags were going on, plus micoephone 

do withouth the gadgetry 






Ut + 
WG mes 





D quis es 
GLORY Lon 





Ores. 










with 






y 


aro muen i 
two way 





(as we are 
cád alien habi 






li. 


of the road, using a fork in the right hand, demanding & room with a bath - 
interesting phenomenon this, statistics show that per capita Americans bath 
less than do the British - a yen for Chinese food, and being a camera bug) 


you will find Don & pretty average sort of guy. 
spotlight with him for 4 


After that I hope to retire 
not myself. 


It will be a great pleasure to share the 
brief moment, and introduce him officially. 
into the shadows - because, rightfully, the Top Spot goes to Don, 


Ted Carnell 
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We regret the inconvenience caused to Convention attendees 
by the last minute change in Hotels, 


The reason, briefly, is because the management of the 
hotel we had previously negotiated with suddenly decided — 
two days before the Con was due to be held — to refuse our 
bookings! No constructive reason was given for this sudden 
change of mind and, frankly, we can think of nono. They told 
us, in so many words, to go find another hotel, 


We did. 


Thanks to the combined efforts of Bobbie Gray, Sandra 
Hall and Ella Parker, the Kingsley — within three hours of 
learning the Worst. Thanks to a very co-operative management 
we were able to make new arrangements speedily. We think 
that the three ladies should be heartily congratulated upon 
their quick thinking and fast work, 





